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CHAPTER 63

EDUCATION - PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SENATE BILL 97-153

BY SENATORS Wells, Hernandez, and Johnson;
aso REPRESENTATIVES Dean, Bacon, Musgrave, Reeser, and Tupa.

AN ACT

CONCERNING STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIESAT PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 22-32-116.5(1) and (6) (a), Colorado Revised Statutes, 1995 Reql.
Vol., as amended, are amended, and the said 22-32-116.5 is further amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION, to read:

22-32-116.5. Extracurricular and interscholastic activities.
(1) (@ Not\NlthsIandl ng any other prOV|S|on of thls artlcle

eeﬂ%eumeu%e&mf&seheras&e—aewma& each school dlstrlct and each publlc
school, subject to the requirements of this section, shall allow any student enrolledin
a schodl or participating in a nonpublic home-based educational program to
participate on an equal basisinany activity offered by theschool district or the public
school that isnot offered at the student's school of attendance or through the student's
nonpublic home-based educational program. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL SHALL
NOT ADOPT OR AGREE TO BE BOUND BY ANY RULE OR POLICY OF ANY ORGANIZATION
OR ASSOCIATION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT ANY PARTICIPATION ALLOWED BY THIS
SECTION. Each nonpublic school may allow a student to participate in a particular
activity offered by the nonpublic schoal, at the nonpublic school's discretion.

(b) Fhereis-apresdmption-thata ANY student may participate in an activity
through any amateur association or Ieagueﬂaat OF WHICH THE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL
DISTRICT is not a member -

Capital lettersindicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate deletions
from existing statutes and such material not part of act.
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shall not prevent the student from participating or affect the student's igibility to
participate in the same activity at any school, subject to the limitations specified in
thissection. Prior to participatinginany activity through such an amateur association
or league, the student shall obtain the express written permission of the principal of
the school at wh| ch the student partl Ci pat&s in the act|V| ty, wh| ch permission shall be
grant - IF:

(I) THE STUDENT'S CLASS ATTENDANCE ISNOT COMPROMISED; AND

(1) THE STUDENT IS IN GOOD ACADEMIC STANDING UNDER THE SCHOOL'S
ACTIVITIES POLICY APPLICABLE TO ALL STUDENTS.

(6) (&) A school may charge any student participating in an activity a participation
fee as a prerequisite to participation. The fee amount that a school of participation
charges a nonenrolled student shall not exceed ONE HUNDRED FIFTY PERCENT OF the
FEE amount the school of parti cipation would charge an enrolled student to parti cipate
in the activity.

(9.5) (&) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY RULE ADOPTED OR AGREED TO BY ANY PUBLIC
SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT, ANY STUDENT WHOISSANCTIONED ORISFOUND BY THE
SCHOOL, SCHOOL DISTRICT, OR ANY ORGANIZATION OR ASSOCIATION TO WHICH THE
SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT BELONGS TO BE INELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY
ACTIVITY FORANY REASON, EXCEPT UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT OREJECTION FROM
AN ACTIVITY, MAY APPEAL THE SANCTION OR FINDING. THE APPEAL MAY BE MADE
THROUGH THE APPLICABLE PROCESS AT THE SCHOOL, ANY LEAGUE TO WHICH THE
SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT BELONGS, ORANY OTHERORGANIZATION TOWHICH THE
SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT BELONGS.

(b) ANY STUDENT MAY BYPASS THE APPEAL PROCESS AT ANY TIME BY FILING A
PETITION OR COMPLAINT WITH A GROUP OF SITTING OR RETIRED JUDGES OR OTHER
GROUP OF NEUTRAL ARBITRATORS APPROVED BY THE SCHOOL, SCHOOL DISTRICT, OR
ANY ORGANIZATION OR ASSOCIATION TO WHICH THE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT
BELONGS. IN RENDERING HIS OR HER DECISION, THE JUDGE OR ARBITRATOR SHALL
CONSIDER WHETHER ANY RULE WAS PROPERLY APPLIED TO THE STUDENT AND
WHETHER A WAIVER OF ANY RULE SHOULD BE GRANTED. A FINAL DECISION SHALL BE
RENDERED BY THE JUDGE OR ARBITRATOR NO LATER THAN THIRTY DAYSAFTER THE
FILING OF THEPETITION ORCOMPLAINT AND SHALL BEBINDING ON THE STUDENT, THE
SCHOOL, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND ANY ASSOCIATION OR ORGANIZATION TOWHICH
THE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT BELONGS. ANY COST ASSOCIATED WITH A JUDGEOR
ARBITRATOR SHALL BE CHARGED EQUALLY TO THE STUDENT AND ANY ASSOCIATION
OR ORGANIZATION TO WHICH THE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT BELONG.

(C) THISSUBSECTION (9.5) SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY COACH'STEAM RULESTHAT
ARE UNIFORMLY APPLICABLE TO ALL TEAM MEMBERS; EXCEPT THAT NO COACH MAY
ADOPT A RULE THAT ISCONTRARY TO ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION.

SECTION 2. 22-34-101 (2), Colorado Revised Statutes, 1995 Repl. Val., is
amended to read:

22-34-101. High school fast track program. (2) Any high school pupil taking
college credit at a state ingtitution of higher education pursuant to the provisions of
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thISSGCtIOI’] shall beellgl bIefor aII senctloned hlgh school activities. i
- - Pupils complying with the
provisions of this %ctlon shaII be conS| dered eI|g| ble for al senctloned hi gh school
andinterschol astic activities of-any -
eontrothing-sdeh-activities; AS IF THE PUPIL WERE ATTENDING CLASSES AT THE HIGH
SCHOOL unt| I thet| meof graduatl on of the student s senl or cI a$ H—t-he&udeﬁt—attams
: ipate: The
high school pupi I shal I have noneof ther| ghtsand pr|V| I egesof any regul arly enrolled
student at the state institution of higher education.

SECTION 3. Safety clause. Thegeneral assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declaresthat this act is necessary for theimmediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: March 28, 1997



